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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Creator: Massachusetts. General Court. Special Bi-Partisan Committee on the Investigation and 
Study of Hospital Costs and Charges and State Office Buildings. 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 17 
Extent: 2 boxes (2 linear feet) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Special Bi-Partisan Committee on Hospital 
Costs Records. State Library of Massachusetts Special Collections. 
Provenance: Donated by Senator John Parker’s office, 1986. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Marc Widershien, September 29, 1986. 
Abstract: This collection documents the activities of the Special Committee to investigate 
hospital costs and charges and allocation of space in state office buildings as well as its 
investigation into the awarding and dispensing of state government contracts to architects. 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT 
The main body of the collection is comprised of bound transcripts of the Committee's hearings. 
There are some transcripts missing. There are also transcripts regarding the selection of 
architects for the University of Massachusetts Medical School, a Report on State Office Buildings 
(1966), and finally the State Committee Report by John J. McCarthy, Commissioner of 
Administration and Finance.  In addition to correspondence, there are newspaper clippings, 
minutes of University of Massachusetts Trustees, and statements by various individuals involved 
with the investigation into the state's hiring practices of architectural firms.  Many of the records 
consider the ethics of campaign contributions as they pose possible conflicts of interest.  Also 
included is Attorney General Edward W. Brooke's assessment of the Senate's investigation. 
 
HISTORICAL NOTE 
A seven-member investigation team, a Special Committee whose membership was limited to 
legislators, was charged with the responsibility of investigating hospital costs and charges as well 
as changes and allocation of space in state office buildings. The Committee was also responsible 
for investigating the conduct of the Office of the Commissioner in the construction of a new state 
office building, as recorded in the Senate Journal of February 17, 1966.  The Committee also 
began investigating the awarding of contracts to architects and the relationship between 
campaign contributions and the dispensing of those contracts.  The sitting members of the 
committee were Senators James Kelly, John J. Moakley, Beryl Cohen, James F Burke, John F. 
Parker, Leslie B. Cutler and Andrea F. Nuciforo. 
 
The Special Committee investigated the allegations that Governor John Volpe's brother, Peter 
Volpe, who was an unpaid consultant to the Commissioner of Administration, John J. McCarthy, 
was involved in an extortion scheme with David W. Shields of the Ritchie Associates, Architects 
Design Group, in the awarding of a contract to the firm for the building of the University of 
Massachusetts Medical School in Worcester.  The questions hinged partly on a $1,000 
contribution by David Shields to the Volpe election campaign.  It was further charged that the 
Commissioner and Peter Volpe were somehow involved in a scheme which would represent, at 
the least, a conflict of interest.  The charge that Peter Volpe dictated the choice of architectural 
firms for the project was dismissed.  The collection chronicles the complicated evolution of these 
issues. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The materials are arranged in their original order. 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Languages and Scripts 
The materials are entirely in English. 
 
Immediate Source of Acquisition 
The materials were donated by the Office of Senator John Parker in 1986. 
 
Container List 
 
Box # Folder Title Date 
1 Testimony at Hearing February 23, 1966 
1 Transcripts of hearing testimony (22 folders) April 6-August 24, 
1966 
1 Report of Commissioner McCarthy: Establishment of 
1965 Hospital Rates 
undated 
1 Executive Office of Administration and Finance: Report 
on State Office Building 
March 31, 1966 
2 Report of Senator Philip A. Graham, minority member undated 
2 Senators Philip A. Graham and John F. Parker: Minority 
statement 
October 6, 1966 
2 Senator Leslie B. Cutler: Report undated 
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2 Untitled report undated 
2 Attorney General Edward W. Brooke’s final assessment 
of Senate investigation 
December 26, 1966 
2 Statement by Commissioner John J. McCarthy relative 
to the selection of architects for the University of 
Massachusetts Medical School: press release 
April 21, 1966 
2 Senator James Kelly’s radio remarks on WTAG radio, 
Worcester, on the investigation of the building of the 
University of Massachusetts Medical School 
undated 
2 List of questions undated 
2 Appointment of architects undated 
2 Suggestions for bill covering the appointment of 
architects 
undated 
2 Roster of hospital architects undated 
2 Agenda January 2, 1963 
2 University of Massachusetts Trustees Meeting: Minutes undated 
2 University of Massachusetts Medical School: Description 
of its Facilities 
undated 
2 University of Massachusetts Medical School: List of 
architects 
undated 
2 Capital outlay bill undated 
2 Campaign contribution check to Governor Volpe’s 
testimonial dinner 
undated 
2 Statement of David Shields undated 
2 Statement of Peter S. Volpe May 20, 1966 
2 Correspondence undated 
2 Newspaper articles undated 
 
